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| Ithough not technically classi-
| fied as such, there is perhaps
- noAir Force career field more
“joint” than those assigned as
Tactical Air Control Parties, or
TACPs. Their mission is to pro-
vide terminal control of Close Air
Support (CAS) platforms for the
Army units they support. Al-
though they work for Air Liaison
Officers (ALOs) in an Air Support
Operations Squadron (ASOS),
their daily lives in a deployed en-
vironment revolve around the
Army Brigade or Battalion that
they support. In fact, TACPs
train, work, live, and deploy with
the Army.

Throughout a 4-month de-
ployment to Iraq as an ALO with
the 1st Infantry Division (1ID), |
witnessed firsthand the dramatic
differences between Army and Air
Force operations. My experi-
ence, which at times was noth-
ing less than comical, provides
insight into the TACP world and
food for thought with respect to
maximizing safety in such a dan-
gerous environment.

:ﬂi’}' .?".

The deployment began
with a C-17 flight from Ramstein
AB to Iraq on February 9, 2004.
Along with 32 soldiers and my
single Air Force companion, we
packed the aircraft to capacity
with equipment required to es-
tablish the Division Tactical
Command Center (DTAC).
While the flight went off without
a hitch, our first 24 hours in Iraq
was a rude introduction to Army

break down that pallet the fol-
lowing morning and load the
bags onto a flatbed truck in
preparation for our convoy to
“Forward Operating Base
(FOB) Danger.” Following a
convoy brief from the Sergeant
Major in charge of our MP es-
cort, | took my place in the back
of a 5-ton open-air truck. Wood
benches lined the side of the
truck bed, so we sat on our bags

2

‘]" life. After 2 hours of wait-

{3 ing on the tarmac, we were
- escorted to tent city where
we spent the coldest night
I've experienced since sur-
vival training — sleeping on
cots in a tent, without ac-
cess to our sleeping bags,
which were piled neatly on
a pallet in front of the tent.
Oblivious to the irony of his
command, the DTAC com-
mander directed us to

in order to face out and present
an offensive posture to anyone
who might engage the convoy.
| loaded my M-4 in accordance
with Army policy — round cham-
bered, weapon on safe — and
spent the next 3 hours on the

_road to “Danger,” eyeing every

Iraqi pedestrian as a potential
enemy whom | might have to kill
and every piece of trash on the
road as a potential Improvised
Explosive Device (IED). The



convoy traveled at an average
speed of 60 mph, and | was en-
tertained by the thought of a
safety officer preparing the ORM
matrix for this journey: ride in the
back of a truck, no seat belts, 60
mph, along a stretch of road af-
fectionately known as Purple
Heart Highway for the many
American lives lost there to IEDs.

Luckily, we were not en-
gaged in this convoy or killed by

a traffic accident, despite the con-
certed efforts of our driver. | was
happy to arrive at FOB Danger,
an Army post, and take posses-
sion of our squadron’s armored
HUMVEE, a somewhat safer
mode of transportation than the
back of an open-air truck. The
base was well fortified, and we
slept soundly in one of the doz-
ens of palaces that house US
soldiers on the base. A general
sense of security and safety

seemed to prevail among sol-
diers on the FOB, though ran-
dom attacks by insurgent en-
emy forces kept everyone on
their toes. We received our first
dose of these attacks just a few
days later when two friends of
mine were driving their
HUMVEE to work. While still
on the base, they were at-
tacked by what was thought to
be a rocket-propelled grenade.
Two Iragi civilians had fired the
weapon from a civilian over-
pass that crosses the base
(why that crossing was not
closed altogether is beyond
me), but the weapon impacted
the ground and succeeded only
in throwing mud on their ve-
hicle. Intel later assessed the
weapon not to be an RPG, but
an SA-7! | really had not ex-
pected to face a surface-to-air
missile threat untjl returning to
the cockpit.

The events of that first
week were followed by count-
less wartime experiences for
the airmen in my
squadron. Inthe 4
months we were
deployed, our
TACPs controlled
hundreds of CAS
sorties for troops in contact situ-
ations, counter-mortar mis-
sions, convoy support mis-
sions, and route security. They
went out on patrols, partici-
pated in raids on enemy safe
houses, controlled dozens of
missions dropping live ord-
nance, and were involved in a
few firefights. The bases we
were stationed at received mul-
tiple mortar and rocket attacks,
along with the occasional SA-
7, as noted earlier. The 1ID
DTAC, where | worked along
with 3 TACPs, relocated four
times in 16 weeks. Every move
involved a large convoy (or two)
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“Our convoy ran out

of up to 35 vehicles, traveling
hundreds of miles through hos-
tile territory. Not unexpectedly,
we experienced every possible
problem on these movements:
vehicle breakdowns, enemy
contact, RPGs, IEDs, and an oc-
casional wrong turn. On one
particularly entertaining after-
noon, an Army vehicle in our
convoy ran out of gas in the
middle of “RPG Alley,” a short
stretch of road so named for its
high concentration of enemy at-
tacks.  Though we were fortu-
nate to escape the typical RPG
attack normally associated with
a stop in RPG alley, that incident
highlighted a persistent chal-
lenge for ASOS commanders:
their airmen are at risk not only
from enemy activity, but also
from miscalculations, over which
they have no control and little in-
fluence.

Despite the risks, a de-
ployment as a TACP can cer-
tainly be approached with confi-
dence if you prepare ahead of
time. Indeed,
our experi-
ence turned
out well, with-

middie of RPG ally ...” gut & single

injury sus-
tained during our 4-month ten-
ure. Fortunately, our com-
mander took the initiative to
equip and train us, two factors
that play a large part in ensur-
ing safety. Our squadron pro-
cured a fleet of armored vehicles
as well as the full set of individual
body armor (IBA) for all airmen
deploying to Irag. All airmen
were issued M-4s and M-9s, and
were required to qualify fre-
quently on both weapons (unlike
traditional Air Force career fields,
which require qualification on the
M-9 only once every 2 years).
As part of a joint effort with 1ID,
we also completed a convoy
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circumstances than
we would normally
be willing to tolerate.
Soldiers go out on
regular patrols, often
knowing they will be
engaged, and occa-
sionally provoking
enemy contact,
which is a far cry
from the fighter
world, where pilots
can avoid every Mis-
sile Engagement
Zone and launch
and leave on every
engagement to en-
sure their risk is near
zero. News reports
also mention that
Army forces in Iraq
are stretched thin —
many soldiers are
working 12 — 14 hour
shifts, 7 days a
week, with nothing
but a 2-week R&R
scheduled for their
1-year tour in Iraq.

This highlights
yet another safety
issue for TACPs —
determining which
missions to accept.
Due to the shortage,
Army leaders may
be inclined to view
enlisted airmen as
additional bodies to
augment their op-
erations. They often
request and at times
live-fire training course before the robust training programs and expect assistance from their Air
deployment. This invaluable train- maintain monthly currencies to  Force counterparts. In many
ing event afforded the opportunity ensure that they are experts in cases, those requests are en-
to become familiar with firing from  the safe and effective employ- tirely appropriate; TACPs
vehicles, reacting to an ambush, ment of CAS. should (and almost always do)
dealing with casualties, and call- It is important to recognize enthusiastically participate in all
ing for medevac aircraft — skills that due to the nature of their missions where airpower can
that are unfortunately required for business, Army _

anyone who might have to drive leaders are re- Due to the nature of their business.

somewhere in Iraq. As for control- quired to accept . i y

ling aircraft, TACPs must complete more risk in certain Army.leaqers are reCIUIred tO accept
more risk in certain circumstances ...
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be integrated into the plan. When
requests arise for participation in
missions or activities that have no
genuine need fora TACP (i.e., no
plan or need for CAS), it may be
prudent for TACPs to decline.
Typical TACPs are as gung-ho as
any Army Ranger and usually en-
joy being at the very tip of the
spear, but it's a bad allocation of
scarce resources to send them
on missions where their “Air
Force skills” are not required.

A good tool for determining
when and how to integrate TACPs
into Army operations is a simple
exercise in risk assessment. In-
deed, Air Force leaders have man-
dated such considerations in Iraq.
Because TACPs are at times de-
ployed in teams of two — perhaps
a junior NCO and an airman —
itis critical that personnel at all lev-
els understand how to make such
an assessment and apply it effec-
tively. All airmen must know and
understand their roles and respon-
sibilities for the unit with which they
are deployed and be able to judge
for themselves what risks are ac-
ceptable and which are not.

One danger, when consider-
ing an “acceptable” level of risk, is
setting that level so low that we

sacrifice our ability to accom-
plish the mission and effec-
tively support Army opera-
tions. Indeed, if force protec-
tion were the only consider-
ation, soldiers would remain
“inside the wire” at every base
in Iraq for their entire tour. It
is also important that ALOs
and TACPs at all levels remain
engaged with their Army coun-
terparts. They must ensure
airpower is integrated with
Army operations whenever
possible and where ever ap-
propriate. Unnecessarily re-
stricting airmen from participa-
tion in all missions in order to
bring risk down to an unrea-
sonably low level could in it-
self jeopardize a healthy work-

A

ing relationship with
our Army counter-

parts. Hiding be-
hind “risk assess-
ment” to simply

avoid doing work
can quickly lead to
the perception that
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the Air Force is not part of the
team and not reliable.

Though we were only de-
ployed to Iraq for 4 months, Air
Force and Army forces are sure
to remain there for years to
come. If TACPs continue to ar-
rive with a robust training back-
ground and an effective plan to
address and mitigate risk, then
our past successes and positive
safety record are sure to con-
tinue.

Finding the right balance
between operational necessity
and risk is the responsibility of
Air Force leaders at all levels
and a subject that must be re-
viewed and reconsidered regu-
larly, based on changes to the
mission as well as the threat en-

vironment. Limiting exposure to
unnecessary risks can, in the
long-term, ensure that the very
small numbers of TACPs em-
bedded with Army forces are al-
ways available to safely and ef-
fectively bring Air Force capa-
bilities to the Army’s fight. °
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Sky on fire! by Maj Anton Komatz, Langley AFB VA
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ober is fire safety month...

Once you have accounted for the fire threats inside your home
(improperly stored flammable liquids, overloaded electrical cir-
cuits, unattended candles, and have replaced the batteries in your
smoke detectors, and checked the pressure on your fire extin-
guishers), take a look outside and consider what can be done to
reduce the threat to your life and property from grass and wild-
fires. Before you respond with “l live in the city, | don't have to
worry about wildfires” and turn the page, consider the fact that
many Air Force members recreate, travel through, train, and are
sent TDY to bases or towns that are prone to wildfires. Being
aware of your surroundings and what to do when wildfires threaten
can mean the difference between being a survivor and a statistic.

The causes of home fires and wildfires are very similar: un-
attended cooking, careless smoking habits, lightning, electrical
and or fireplace sparks, faulty equipment, children playing with
fire, arson, etc., but the resulting damage is often more cata-
strophic and far reaching. According to calendar year 2000 sta-
tistics compiled by the National Interagency Fire Center, over 1.3
billion dollars were spent fighting 122,827 wildfires, which con-
sumed over 8,422,237 million acres of inhabited and uninhabited
forest area, and burned over 861 homes, businesses, and other
structures. The threat of wildfires will only grow as more and
more people move into woodland and rural areas around the coun-
try, but the threat can be reduced by practicing wildfire safety,
doing some pre-planning during construction, routine home and
grounds maintenance, landscaping improvements to existing
homes and buildings, and knowing the proper actions to take when
wildfires threaten.

Observe wildfire safety rules. People are the cause of most
wildfires; therefore, the threat of wildfire can be significantly re-
duced by following several common sense practices. The Ameri-
can Red Cross recommends that home and landowners contact
local fire, health and forestry offices for information on fire laws
and to report hazardous conditions that could cause a wildfire.
Homeowners should also make sure that fire vehicles can get to
your home, and ensure all driveway entrances are clearly marked
so they know your name and address. People should plan sev-
eral escape routes away from your home by car and by foot as
well as talking to your neighbors about wildfire safety. Plan how
the neighborhood could work together after a wildfire. Make a list
of your neighbors’ skills, such as medical or technical. Consider
how you could help neighbors who have special needs, such as
elderly or disabled persons. Make plans to take care of children
who may be on their own if parents can’t get home.

»
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Proper site planning, design,
and construction of a new home in a
rural or wildfire-prone setting can
lessen the threat to property during
an actual wildfire. The Colorado For-
est Service ranks Larimar County,
Colorado, as the most hazardous
county in Colorado for wildfire dan-
gers. To counter the threat, Larimar
County offers the following guidelines
for those planning to build homes in
fire-prone areas. Evaluate the build-
ing site, and choose a site away from
heavily vegetated area (trees and
shrubs), choosing to build on the most
level portion of the land. Avoid build-
ing near natural chimneys or draws,
as they act as natural pathways dur-
ing a fire and could draw heat and
flames to your home, and set the
home at least 30 feet back from any
ridge or cliff, increase the distance to
75-100 feet if home will be higher than
one story. A steep, narrow, or wind-
ing driveway access to your home
may look architecturally appealing,
but may make it impossible for large
emergency vehicles to access your
property. If a locked gate is installed,
provide a key to your local fire agency.
Placing driveways on the down hill
side of the home or into the prevail-
ing winds provides a natural firebreak.

A combustible roof is a
structure’s number one danger in wild-

fires; therefore, it becomes your

home’s first line of defense because
they usually have the largest surface
areas that are exposed to airborne
sparks. Use Class A or B roofing ma-
terials, such as asphalt shingles, slate
or clay tile, or metal. The foundation
of a building is another area to come
in contact with a spreading wildfire.
Construct a closed foundation with
concrete block, cement wall, or use
other fire resistive materials. Siding
should be constructed of fire resistive
materials from the ground to the roof
overhang. Use as fire-resistant or
non-combustible like stone, brick, and
stucco (considered Class Il flame
spread siding materials) whenever
possible.

Windows are often overlooked
as fire hazards, but can be a serious
risk. Radiant heat can pass through
them and set fire to curtains and fur-

niture, so minimize the size and num-

ber of windows on the side of the
house that would most likely be ex-
posed to a fire. Double-pane glass
and tempered glass are more effec-
tive than single-pane glass by reduc-
ing the amount of radiant heat; plas-
tic sky lights can melt. To prevent
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sparks from entering your home
through vents, cover attic, soffit, and
floor vents with wire mesh no larger
than 1/8 of an inch, make sure eave
and soffit vents are closer to the roof

line than the wall. Take care to de-
sign decks so that they are not located
at the top of a hill where they will be
in direct line of a fire moving up slope.
Landscape with fire resistive plants
and incorporate walkways and retain-
ing walls as man-made fuel breaks.
Fire-resistant shrubs and trees (hard-
wood trees are less flammable than
pine, evergreen, eucalyptus or fir
trees) can help contain fire rather than
fuel it.

Routine home and grounds
maintenance can protect your home,
and reduce the threat of your home
starting a wildfire or succumbing to
one. The American Red Cross pro-
vides the following guidelines for
homeowners in general and those in
wildfire-prone areas in particular.
Clean gutters, eaves, and roofs regu-
larly, and stack firewood uphill from
or on the contour of your home (fire
naturally travels uphill; therefore, fuel
placed on the downhill side of your
home will only feed a fire, whereas
firewood placed uphill is less apt to
burn). Inspect chimneys at least twice



a year. Clean them at least once &
year, and keep the dampers in good
working order. Equip chimneys and
stovepipes with a spark arrester meet-
ing National Fire Protection Associa-
tion Code 211 (contact your local fire
department for exact specifications).
Keep a ladder that will reach the roof
and other household items that can be
used as fire tools: a rake, axe, hand-
saw or chainsaw, bucket, and shovel.

Recommended wildfire preven-
tative measures also include creating
a 30 to 100-foot safety zone around
your home. Clear all flammable veg-
etation by raking leaves, dead limbs,
twigs, and rubbish from under struc-
tures and disposing of them properly.
Create a 15-foot “clear space” be-
tween tree crowns, and remove limbs
within 15 feet of the ground, as well
as any dead branches that extend over
roofs. Remove vines in contact with
the home, prune tree branches and
shrubs within 15 feet of a stovepipe or

Your home’s roof
is your first line of
defense against wildfire ...

chimney outlet, and ask the power
company to clear branches from
power lines. Clear a 10-foot area
around propane tanks and barbecues.
Also consider your water needs. lden-
tify and maintain an adequate outside
water source such as a small pond,
cistern, well, swimming pool, or hy-
drant, and have a garden hose that is
long enough to reach any area of the
home and other structures. Consider
obtaining a portable gasoline-powered
pump in case electrical power is cut
off.

In the event that a forest or wild-
fire begins to threaten your home and
property, monitor radio and television
broadcasts for fire movement, inten-
sity, fire fighting efforts and any infor-
mation directing an evacuation or es-
cape route away from the danger area.
Comply with all instructions of local fire
and police officials, and time permit-
ting, take the following actions:

® Back your car into the garage or
park it in an open space facing
the direction of escape. Shut
doors and roll up windows.

® Leave the key in the ignition.
Close garage windows and
doors, but leave them unlocked.
Disconnect automatic garage
door openers.

e Confine pets to one room. Make
plans to care for your pets in
case you must evacuate.

e Arrange temporary housing at a
friend or relative’'s home outside
the threatened area.

o Close windows, vents, doors,
Venetian blinds or non-combus-
tible window coverings, and
heavy drapes. Remove light-
weight curtains.

e Shut off gas at the meter. Turn
off pilot lights. Turn off propane
tanks.

e Open fireplace damper. Close
fireplace screens.

e Move flammable furniture into
the center of the home away
from windows and sliding-
glass doors.

@ Turn on a light in each room to
increase the visibility of your
home in heavy smoke.

@ Seal attic and ground vents with
pre-cut plywood or commercial
seals.

e Place combustible patio furniture
inside.

® Connect the garden hose to out
side taps.

e Set up the portable gasoline-
powered pump.

@ Place lawn sprinklers on the roof
and near above-ground fuel
tanks. Wet the roof.

e Wet or remove shrubs within 15
feet of the home.

Once preparations are complete,
continue to monitor the radio-and tele-
vision for evacuation orders or addi-
tional information. If you are ordered
to evacuate, comply immediately, do
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not delay your departure to complete
pre-departure preparations. The
Red Cross advises that you: wear
protective clothing (sturdy shoes,
cotton or woolen clothing, long
pants, a long-sleeved shirt, gloves,
and a handkerchief to protect your
face), take a disaster supplies kit
(see http://www.redcross.org/ser-
vices/disaster/0,1082,0_3_,00.html
for details), lock your home, advise
someone of your departure time/
destination and follow directed
evacuation routes or one away from
fire hazards if no route is specified.

Forest and wildfires are ex-
tremely unpredictable; they can race
wildly through a forest during peri-
ods of dry weather and winds can
blow and spread burning embers
and sparks in many different direc-
tions making it difficult to escape its
path. The following recommenda-
tions/actions are provided in the
event you are caught in the path of
a wildfire either during evacuation,
while camping/hiking, taking part in
other recreational activities (hunting,
fishing, etc.), or just traveling
through the local area. The
Freemont County, Colorado,
website and About.Com contain the
following tips on personal survival
during a wildfire.

If you are caught in a wildfire
out on the highway:

e Drive slowly with your lights
on and be aware of other ve=
hicles and pedestrians. If
heavy smoke obscures your
vision and prohibits further
travel, pull over to the shoul-
der of the road as far as pos-
sible away from large sources
of fuel if able and turn the en-
gine off, but keep lights and
emergency flashers on.

e Tightly close all windows and
vents in your car, and remove
clothes made from synthetic
fibers (they may melt to your
body due to the fire’s radiant
heat) and wrap yourself in a
DRY cotton or wool blanket.
Lie down on the floor boards
of the venhicle and wet a cor-
ner of the blanket or a hand-
kerchief to help protect your
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lungs from smoke inhalation.
Avoid panic and try to remain
calm as the fire passes around
or over your car. The car may
be rocked from fire-induced
winds, but remaining in the car
provides your best chance for
survival. The fire will pass over/
around your car before the gas
or diesel fuel contained in metal
tanks will become hot enough
to explode. Once the fire has
passed, exit the car and stay
away from it. If a fire extin-
guisher is carried, it can be used
to extinguish smail hot spots
around or under the car to re-

duce the danger of a secondary

fire igniting.

if you are caught in a wildfire out
in the open while hiking, camping, etc.:
Before heading out, check the
fire danger level, and plan your trips

carefully to include providing a trip plan
with someone and telling them when
you expect to return.

Your senses may be your first
warning of danger; be aware of your
surroundings, look and smell for
smoke, as well as listening for the
sounds of a fire. If afire is suspected
or confirmed, leave the area immedi-
ately, traveling toward lower elevation
as fire will travel up-slope. Avoid en-
tering narrow valleys and steep
slopes (travel near their edges) as
they act as a natural chimney, fun-
neling smoke and flames upward.

Just as with seeking shelter in
an automobile, remove synthetic ma-
terial away from your body and re-
place them with dry cotton or wool
items or a blanket. Carry your back-
pack instead of wearing it so it doesn’t
catch on limbs or throw you off bal-
ance as you make your escape. Also,
discard any flammable items such as

lamp or stove fuel, matches, or
lighters.

If you become encircled and
trapped by the fire, look for shelter
in a body of water, amongst rocks,
or a natural depression in the ground,
void of burnable materials, in which
to lie in. If none are available, clear
a 10 to 20-foot circle around you of
flammable materials and lie face
down in the middle of it. If possible,
cover yourself with dirt/soil to protect
yourself from the radiant heat, al-
ways taking care to cover your head
(breathe through a moistened cloth
if available to avoid smoke inhala-
tion). The fire will be consuming
much of the available oxygen; how-
ever, oxygen levels will increase as
the fire passes.

In a last-ditch attempt at sur-
vival, your only consideration may be
to run into the fire to reduce your ex-
posure time and increase your
chances for survival. If you elect this
avenue of escape, ensure your skin
and hair are covered by dry cotton
or wool and run into/toward a burned
area or where the flames are less
than 4 feet in height.

As more and more people
build homes and take up residence
in rural, wilderness areas, the threat
of wildfires will increase as well. Take
time to become familiar with the fire
danger where you live, and take
steps to lesson your home's expo-
sure to fire by taking precautions to
design and build “firewise” homes, to
properly landscaping and maintain-
ing your home. There is a wealth of
information through government and
commercial sources on wildfire pre-
vention and preparation. Below is a
list of websites consulted in the com-
pilation of this article, and others to
provide ready reference information
to help you prepare.

National Interagency Fire Center

at: ptpwww.nifc. gov/

National Red Cross at: Affp./
www.redcross. org/services/disaster/
0.1082.0 594 ,00.htm/

Larimar County, Colorado,
website at: _Ap./www.co.larimer.co.us/
wildfire/Residential_handout.htm

About Adventure Travel at: Alip./
aadventuretravel. about.comy/cs/backpacking/
htWildfireSafety.him -

Federal Emergency Management
Agency at: Attp.//www.fema.gov/fimal
how2001.shim

Freemont County, Colorado,
website at: Atp./fwww. fremontcounty.org/
wildfire_information.him




decision | made at a traffic accident
11 years ago sealed the fate of two,
but saved others. My family and |
were approaching a controlled inter-
section on a four-lane divided high-
way in a small city in Wisconsin when it
happened. A small red sports car, trav-
eling in the opposite direction, had al-
ready stopped for a red light when it was
hit from behind by an Oldsmaobile trav-
eling at approximately 45 to 50 miles per
hour. The force of the impact pushed it
through the intersection (across four
lanes of crossing traffic) and came to rest
on the other side of the intersection in
the right hand lane, with the Oldsmobile
coming to rest about 10 feet behind. The
impact crushed the rear of the sports car,
rupturing its fuel tank and igniting the fuel
that was spilling from it. Thick oily smoke
rose from the fireball, and the flames
completely engulfed the sports car be-
fore it had even rolled to a stop near the
curb.
| immediately pulled my van to the
side of the road, put my emergency flash-
ers on, and ran toward the now burning
sports car. In the seconds that it took me

Accident

to exit my vehicle and cover the 40 yards
or so to the accident scene, the fire had
spread below and around the sports car
and had turned the windows black with
soot from the inside. | instinctively reached
for the door handle, but the wind switched
and | was forced back by the heat and
flames. As | was about to make my sec-
ond attempt, a rubber fuel hose came free
from under the vehicle and began to whip
back and forth like an angry snake, spit-
ting burning fuel from side to side like a
flame thrower. Just as the fuel line broke
free, several other drivers arrived offering
help, one of them camrying a small fire ex-
tinguisher. The “flame thrower” kept us
from approaching the sports car, while si-
multaneously spreading the fire toward the
Oldsmobile, setting its engine compart-
ment on fire. The driver's door of the
Oldsmobile was jammed closed, and the
driver was conscious, but pinned under the
steering wheel and began yelling when the
flames began to appear from under the
hood.

The driver with the fire extin-
guisher pulled the pin on his extin-
guisher and was about to use it on the
now completely engulfed sports car
when | made a split-second evaluation
of the situation, and stopped him. “Get
the Olds, you can't put this out with that”
was all | told him. In that split second |
determined that the small fire extin-
guisher would not make a dent in the
fire that engulfed the sports car, but it
might be enough to fight the fire in the
Oldsmobile’s engine compartment un-
til the fire department arrived. The
small extinguisher didn’t put out the fire
in the Oldsmobile’s compartment, but
it did knock it down a bit and kept it
from igniting that car’s fuel line. Two
truckers then arrived on the scene with
fire extinguishers and put out the
Oldsmobiie’s fire and kept the fire at
bay until the fire department arrived.
Once the police and fire departments
arrived, we were ushered away from
the area while they fought the fire and
extracted the Oldsmobile’s driver from
the car. The sports car had burned so
hotly that the aluminum wheels had

melted from the suspension and

had to be pulled from the asphalt,
leaving silver-colored impres-
sions to mark the spot.

It has been said that triage
is never perfect, democratic, or
pleasant but it gives the best out-
come. That day, in that situation,

| determined that there was nothing |
could do to help the driver or passen-
gers in the sports car. | was concerned
that it might explode and injure the “res-
cuers” and wasting the small fire extin-
guisher on it may have resulted in the
fiery death of the Oldsmobile’s driver.
The other lesson | learned was that a
fire extinguisher in your car might not
be effective against a catastrophic fire,
but it can buy you precious escape
time, or put out secondary fires before
they can spread out of control.

An internet search for “auto fire
extinguishers” returned results for sev-
eral different disposable and refillable
fire extinguishers suitable for automo-
tive use, ranging in price from $20 to
$80 or more. Prices usually relate to
features or the amount of extinguish-
ing agent in the extinguisher and not
the extinguisher’s capability to put out
a fire. Fire extinguishers are rated ei-
therA, B, C, or D to describe what class
of fire they are intended to be used on.
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Class A rated extinguishers are used
on wood and paper; Class B extin-
guishers are for flammable liquids;
Class C fires are for energized elec-
trical fires, while Class D extinguish-
ers are intended for use against com-
bustible metals. Most automotive ex-
tinguishers are rated Class “Band C,”
as flammable liquids and electrical
shortages are typically the causes for
automotive fires. Fire extinguishers
rated for Class A fires (wood and pa-
per) should not be used on automo-
tive fires as these extinguishers nor-
mally use water as their agent and can
actually spread a gas or grease fire.
A Class A B C rated fire extinguisher
will normally contain a dry chemical,
halon, or carbon dioxide agent and is
suitable for use on automobile fires.

To keep a fire extinguisher from
becoming an automotive safety haz-
ard, it should be mounted in a secure,
readily accessible location to keep it
from rolling under the foot pedals or
becoming airborne in an accident.
Before going out and buying the larg-
est extinguisher available, consider
where it can be mounted so that it is
accessible from the driver's seat, while
not creating blind spots or making it
difficult to operate vehicle controls.
Avoid purchasing a large extinguisher
that can only be carried in your car’s
trunk as it may not be available to you
in an emergency. Like most products,
more expensive doesn’t necessarily
mean a better product. Less expen-
sive disposable extinguishers are
available which are just as effective
when it comes to saving a life and/or
property (as the chrome-plated extin-
guishers from the “Fast and Furious”
performance shop).

Finally, should you ever need to
use your fire extinguisher on an auto-
motive fire, or any fire extinguisher to
fight a fire, remember the acronym

“PASS.”

Pulithe pin on the extinguisher.

Aim low. Point the nozzle at the
base of the fire.

Squeeze the handle.

Sweepfrom side to side across
the fire area until the fire is out.
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By Major Scott Hannan, Whiteman AF B, IV’ e |
Photo by SSgt Tanika Bell, Langley AFB '\ ef_;*{ -
Unfortunately, or fortunately, depending on your point of view R (5t
one horrible night taught me more about personal safety and preparedness than | ever
wanted to learn. No, | wasn't the victim of a drunk driver or of some bizarre household mishap. ——w

It was the misfortune of a total stranger that taught me safety lessons that I've never
forgotten and hope to never experience again.

t was the fall semester of my junior year at the University of  going pretty much full blast which ordinarily would have

Florida in Gainesville, Florida. | was driving home fromaparty ~ drowned out any noise from outside the car.™ (I know, not

around 2 a.m. and decided to take a shortcut through the cam-  the smartest technique.) Just at a point in-between songs *

pus to get home to my apartment. The Florida campusisvery  on the tape, | thought | heard a faint cry from somewhere ~ ° /

big and has several miles of rural back roads that wind through  in the woods bordering the road. | slowed the car almost \
the nature preserve mostly unlit. It rained earlier that eveningso  to a stop and turned down the radio. | definitely heard
the roads were also wet. | was driving with my stereo  another cry, but it was unintelligible.
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Now, like | said, this was early fall semester, so my initial
thought was | was becoming the victim of some kind of frater-
nity rush prank. My initial instinct was to drive away and laugh
atthe poor freshmen out running in the woods, in the rain, prob-
ably only wearing their skivvies, but something in the voice made
me feel like there really might be a problem.

| called out, “What’s wrong?”

Areply came back, again very weakly, ‘Please hejp me.”

At this point, | identified it as a male voice so now | was
realiy suspicious. | called out again.

The reply came back, ‘Please, please help.”

| pulled over out of the roadway and tumed the car off.
Whoever it was spoke out again, and | was able to locate the
area from which the person was calling. | peered into the dark-
ness between the trees and thought | saw someone or some-
thing lying about 10 to 15-feet off the road. | cautiously ap-
proached and quickly realized there was a person lying on the
ground. | called to him again, and it was the guy on the ground
who responded.

All he said was, ‘Please fejp me.”

| realized that the situation was for real and very serious.
I rushed over and found a man, about my age, lying on his back
with a motorcycle helmet strapped on his head. He was lying
on a berm with his feet upslope from his head and his limbs
were akimbo. Up close, he sounded groggy and disoriented.

| asked him, “What the hell happened? Are you all right?
What's your name?”

| was nervous and a little scared because now that | was
close to him | was sure he was badly injured. He couldn't an-
swer any of my questions. He just groaned and mumbled some-
thing incoherent. 1 figured from the helmet he must've had an
accident, but { looked around in the dark and couldn’t see any
motorcycle. That was irrelevant anyway.

He wasn’t bleeding visibly, but he sounded like he was in
pain. | really had no clue what to do. I'm showing my age now,
but this was before widespread, well really any, use of cell
phones. | didn’t want to leave him out there alone, but | knew
he needed more help than | could offer, and he needed it right
away. Unfortunately, maybe 5 minutes had passed, and still no
other traffic had driven by.

| suspected he might have injured his back and/or
neck so | didn’t try to move him at first. He actually became
a little more lucid for a while, and he told me he couldn’t
move anything.

| thought to myself, “That can’t be a good thing!”

Then the most terrible thing happened. He began to
vomit, a lot. Unfortunately his helmet was the full-face vari-
ety, and it began to rapidly fill up around his mouth and nose!

| had to make an immediate decision. At the time, I'd
never heard of ORM, but that's what | did quickly. | decided
between moving his head and neck or risking him suffocat-
ing in his own vomit. | decided to risk aggravating any injury
because it looked like he was choking to death. As quickly
and gently as possible, | removed his helmet. Then | turned
his head to the side to clear his airway.

| was woefully unprepared for an event like this. | had
zero safety equipment in my car. No fire extinguisher, no
first-aid kit, not even a flashlight! All | had was three Wendy's
napkins. | wrapped one of the napkins around my index
finger and used it to clean the vomit out of his mouth. | used
the others to clean up his face some. He was now uncon-
scious, but he had stopped vomiting, and he seemed to be

breathing easier. I'm sure he was in shock, but | didn’t know
enough to realize that at the time or to do anything about it
even if | had known.

If help was important before, NOW it was imperative! Still
no traffic wentby. After a few more minutes | finally heard a car
in the distance. | quickly ran to the roadside, but they wouldn't
stop! 1 guess | can't blame them. It was now almost 3a.m.ona
completely darkened road, and some crazed guy is flailing his
arms and yelling at them as they pass.

Well, THREE cars passed in the next 10 minutes, but not
one even slowed down! Finally, | said to hell with that, and |
pulled my car across the road completely blocking traffic.

The next vehicle was a pickup with an olderman init. He
was very wary of me. I'm still surprised to this day that he stopped.
i had to yeli to him through his rolled-up window. | guess | looked
pretty scary. Anyway, | was able to convince him | was on the
level, and he agreed to stop at the next phone to call the police.
| wasn't taking any chances though, so | left my car in the road.

| don’t know if the man called the police or if the next car
just happened to be a cop, but about 10 minutes later a police
car pulled up. | quickly explained what was going on, and then
moved my car while he went to examine the victim. He called
for an ambulance immediately. The paramedics arrived very
quickly, loaded the victim and sped off.

By this time more police had shown up. | followed an
officer.as he went looking for the motorcycle. We found it a
good way back up the road. The rider must have lost control of
the bike on a curve. There was a long skid mark in the grass
that clearly indicated what had happened. The rider just barely
missed (less than a foot) the trunk of a large oak tree. As he
went sliding by, he probably breathed a momentary sigh of re-
lief. Unfortunately, just a few feet or so beyond, he hit a much
smaller tree square in the center. The bike stopped dead. #t
was still lying with crushed front forks at the base of the smaller
tree. The rider was obviously thrown violently. | never did learn
the rider’s name, but | did read in the paper the next day that
doctors feared the man would be at least partially paralyzed
forever.

Had | been better prepared and trained there may have
been a chance for a better outcome. With training, | might
have administered more effective first aid. If | had flares or
some other signaling device, | might have been able to get
help and medical attention to him sooner, without having to
do something risky like blocking traffic.

This episode taught me several lessons that I've
kept with me ever since. First, | went right out and pur-
chased proper safety equipment for my car. | placed a
flashlight, fire extinguisher, flares, jumper cables, and a
small first aid kit in my trunk. Second, | signed up for a
CPR class offered by the University. It covered basic first
aid too. The third lesson is | will always wear my seat belt
and try to drive defensively and appropriately for the road
conditions. | don’t know if the rider was intoxicated, an
unskilled motorcycle operator, or just unlucky. | do know
the only reason he was alive when | found him was he
was wearing his helmet. Finally | learned to act! Do what-
ever is necessary and within your abilities to assist people
in need of help after an accident.

Please learn from my story and evaluate your per-
sonal safety readiness. Take steps to improve itif needed.
| was definitely unprepared for that night, but | learned
my lesson. Today, I'm ready to help. Are you?
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FY04 Aircraft As of August 31, 2004

Aircraft Aircraft
Destroyed Damaged

9 AF *
12 AF ' A
AWFC -+

ANG
(ACC-gained) 1 s Wl

AFRC

A€ A gained)

FY04 G I'OU n d As of August 31, 2004

As of August 31, 2004

Class B

| Ok dSe i 'Sy
S O | O

Aircraft Notes

ACC had zero rate-producing Class As
for August ... well done. There were, however,
two non-rate producers. A Predator crashed in
the AOR and an F-16 ECM pod malfunctioned
post flight. We've made progress this fiscal
year; let's not let it slip away in the home stretch.
Staying focused by prioritizing tasks correctly
will keep us on track. Worrying about a missed
check-in at brake release can snowball into a
bad abort/TOLD decision. When approaching
a busy air route, directing an in-flight check in-
stead of clearing can put something undesir-
able in the windscreen. Check yourself before
you wreck yourself. Fly Safe!

Ground Notes

As we approach the end of the 101 Criti-
cal Days of Summer, ACC is showing an im-
provement over last year’s mishaps. The cur-
rent theme is a 25 percent reduction in ground
fatalities, 9 this year versus 12 last year, and
motorcycle mishaps have dropped 20 percent
from last year. Currently for FY04 we are show-
ing a 22.5 percent reduction in Class Amishaps.

Weapons Notes

Weapons mishaps are on the decline.
Folks are listening to our pleas to follow tech
data and written guidance. This quarter has
been quiet as a result of our efforts. We feel
it is imperative that we do not take shortcuts
when working with explosives, as compla-
cency can creep in at a moment’s notice. It
is easy to become complacent when most of
us can’'t remember the last time there was an
unplanned detonation. Please continue to ad-
here to tech data and implement ORM and
PRM into your daily explosive activities.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000
Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft
A 4 + 1

A-10 B-1 F-16 B-2

1A 5 4
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RQ-1 QF-4 HH-60 F-15 RQ-4 T-38








